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CHAPT ER 279
The Ontario-St. Lawrence Development
Commission Act
1 . In this Act,

(a)

I nterprotntio n

"Commission" means The Ontario-St. Lawrence Development Commission established by this Act;

(b) "Minister" means the member of the Executive
Council to whom the administration of this Act is
assigned by the Lieutenant Governor in Council;
(c) "Parks" means all land in the counties of Glengarry.

Stormont, D undas, G renville, Frontenac, Lennox and
Addington, and Leeds vested in or placed under the
control of the Commission, including highways, roads
and boulevards a nd any interest in land. 1955 , c. 59,
s. 1; 1958, c. 76, s. 1, amended.
2 .- (1) The Onta rio-St. Lawrence Development Com- commi!;Sion
mission is continued as a corporation without share capital, continued
and shall be composed of not less than three and not more than
fifteen members, of whom one shall be chairman and two shall
be vice-chairmen. 1955, c. 59, s. 2 (1); 1959, c. 69, s. 1,
amended.

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall appoint the Appointchairman, the first vice-chairma n and the second vice-chair- ~~~:~~n
man of t he Commission, each of whom shall hold office during ~~:irv~<'ec~
good behaviour for a term not exceeding ten years and each of
whom shall be paid such salary as may be fixed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.
(3) The L ieutenant Governor in Council shall from time Appointto time appoint such other members of the Commission as ~1t~~ of
are deemed advisable who shall hold office for such terms and members
upon such conditions as the Lieutenant Governor in Council
prescribes.
(4) On the expiration of his term of office, a melllbcr Ho-uppointwho has been appointed chairlllan or a vice-chairman may be mont
re-appointed for a fur ther term of office not exceeding ten years.
(5) Vacancies in t he membership of the Commission may
be filled by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.

\"ucanl'ios
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:.\lem bers or
Assembly

n.s.o.

c. 208
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(6) Notwithstanding 1'/ze Legislative Assembly Act, any
member of the Assembly may be appointed as a member of
the Commission and be entitled to act as such without thereby
vacating or forfeiting his seat or incurring any other penalty
for sitting or voting as a member of the Assembly.

Quorum

(7) The powers of the Commission may be exercised by a
majority of the members. 1955, c. 59, s. 2 (2-7).

Executive
commit tee

3.- (1) The C hairman and two vice-chairmen are the
chief executive officers of the Commission and constitute ' an
executive committee which is charged with the direction and
control of the business of the Commission a nd it may exercise
all of t he powers of the Commission in its name, except the
making of by-laws, and may, subject to any by-law, delegate
such powers as it sees fit to a ny of the other members of the
Commission.

Absen ce or
chair man

(2) During the incapacity or abseuce for any reason of the
cha irman or during a vacancy in the office of the chairman,
the first vice-chairman, or in his incapacity or absence the
second vice-cha irman, may exercise and perform a ll the powers
and fun ctions of t he chairman.

Quorum

(3) The powers of the executive committe may be exercised by a majority of them. 1955, c. 59 , s. 3.

Sta rr

4.-( 1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint
s uch officers, clerks or other employees as may be necessary
for the purposes of the Commission a nd sha ll fix their salaries,
wages or other remuneration.

Idem

n..s.o.
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(2) All such officers, clerks or other employees so appointed
are subject to The PuMice Service Act and are civil servants
within the meaning of that Act. 1955, c. 59, s. 4.

Expenses

5. All expenditures, costs, charges and expenses incurred
and payable in respect of the carrying out of this Act, including
the salaries and expenses of the members of the Commission
and of the officers, clerks and other em ployees thereof and
including a ll capital expenditures a uthorized by the Lieutenant Governor in Council, sha ll be paid out of such moneys
as are appropriated therefor by t he Legisla ture. 1955, c. 59,
s. 5.

Oeneral
powers and
duties

6.- ( l ) It is the duty of the Commission to develop, control, manage, operate and maintain the Parks and for the
purposes of carrying out such duty the Commission has power,
(a) to make such by-laws, rules and orders as may be

deemed expedient for the constitution of the Com-
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mission and the administration and management of
its affairs and the conduct of its business;
(b) to acquire, construct, operate, maintain and generally
manage and provide recreational facilities, restaurants, refreshment booths, stands for the sale
of souvenirs and other wares, shops, sanitary and
toilet facilities, buses and other vehicles for use in
connection with the Parks, boats and boat lines,
camp sites and any and all other facilities or conveniences incidental to or necessary for the proper
operation and maintenance of the Parks;
(c) to make agreements with persons with respect to

the establishment or operation by them of any
works or services in connection with the Parks;
(d) to operate and maintain a school for the training of
apprentice gardeners;

(e) to receive and take from any person by grant, gift,
devise, bequest or otherwise any property real or
personal or any interest therein.
(2) It is t he duty of the Commission to investigate and General
.
. mto
.
. or mc1
. 'dentaI to investigate
power to
111qu1re
any matter or su b'JCCt a ffect111g
.
.
.
.
.
h
.
f
Gl
t heweIfare o f t h e muntctpa1tttes 111 t e counttes o
engarry, matters
upon request
'II
F
L
.
of Minister,
S tormont, D un d as, G renvt e, rontenac, ennox an d Ad -muni
cipality
dington, and Leeds, or any of them, or the inhabitants thereof o r inhabitant
as may be referred to the Commission by a member of the
Executive Council or any such municipality or inhabitant, and
the Commission may report thereon to such member, municipality or inhabitant or any of them. 1955, c. 59, s. 6,
amended.

7. With the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Qualified
Council, the Commission has power,
powers
(a) to acquire by purchase, lease or otherwise and with

or without the consent of the owner enter upon, take
and expropriate and sell or otherwise dispose of any
land or any interest in land;
(b) to construct or acquire by purchase, lease or otherwise and operate and maintain bridges over the St.
Lawrence River. 1955, c. 59, s. 7.
s.- (1) The Commission in the exercise of its powers to Expropriatake land compulsorily has all the powers con ferred by The ~0~ 0 1911r
Public Works Act on the Minister of Public Works in relation c.'33s·
to a public work, and in the application of this section where
the words "the Minister", "the Department" or "the Crown "
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a ppear in such Act they, where the context permits, mean the
Commission, and the taking of such land by the Commission
shall be deemed to be for the public purposes of Ontario.
P rocedure

(2) The Commission shall proceed in the manner provided
by The Public Works Act where the Minister of Public Works
enters upon, takes or uses land or property for the public
purposes of Onta rio and all the provisions of that Act apply
mutatis mutandis.
(3) Upon t he d eposit in the proper registry or land titles
office of a plan and description of the land required by the
Commission, signed by t he chairman of the Commission and
by an Ontario land surveyor, the land so described t hereupon
vests in the Commission . 1955, c. 59, s. 8.

Highways

9.- (1) Notwithstanding any general or special Act, the
Lieut enant Governor in Council may vest a ny highway in
any municipality in the Commission and thereafter the Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over it.

Idem

(2) The Commission and a ny municipality may enter into
agreement as to the acquisition by the Commission or by the
municipali ty of any highway or any land therefor or as to
the establishing, laying out, opening, grading, paving, altering,
constructing, re-constructing, maintaining or repairing of any
highway, including, subject to subsection 3, the cost or the
a pportionment of t he cost of the same and the payment
thereof.

Compensation

(3) Every agreement entered into under subsection 2 shall
provide that the cost of any lands acquired pursuant thereto
a nd all com pensation paya ble in respect of such acquisition or
for injurious affection to lands by reason of a ny work undertaken under any such agreement shall he borne and paid
solely by t he municipality entering into the agreement. 1955,
c. 59, s. 9.

Controlled ·

10.-(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may designate any portion of any of the highways, roads, boulevards or
parkways of the Commission as a controlled-access highway.

Idem

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, in respect of
any portion of any such highway, road , boulevard or parkway
so designated, make any regulation t hat he may make in
respect of controlled-access highways under The Highway
Improvement Act. 1955, c. 59, s. 10.

access
h ighways

R.s.o.

c. 171

19GO.

~~g~~vement
works

11.- (1) The Commission may enter into agreement with
any municipality within which any lands of t he Commission
are situate or that adjoins or is within three miles of the la nds

Sec. 16 (2)
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of the Commission as to any work of any of the characters
or descriptions mentioned in The Local Improvement Act, and R.s ~.
22
the Commission may agree to contribute any sum towards o.
the cost of any work undertaken, either in cash or by annual or
other instalments or otherwise, but the Commission is not
liable in any way for assessment under The Local Improvemeul
Act for the cost of any such work, whether the lands abut
directly on the work or othenvise.

1960,

{2) It is not necessary to submit any agreement entered into Idem
under t his section for the assent of the electors of the municipality, nor is it necessary to receive the assent of the electors
of the municipality for the issue of debentures to defray the
cost of the work undertaken under any such agreement. 1955,
c. 59, s. 11.

12. All lands of the Commission wherever situate arc Landa
exempt from assessment or taxation by any municipa lity. ~!~~r;:rom
1955, c. 59, s. 12.
13. The Commission shall cause books to be kept and true Books or
and regular accounts to be entered therein of a ll moneys account
received and paid and of the several pur poses for which the
same were received and paid, and such books shall be open to
the inspection of any member of the Commission, the Treasurer of Ontario or any person appointed by the Commission
or Treasurer for that purpose, and any such person may make
copies of or take extracts from the books. 1955, c. 59, s. 13.
14. Every person who is entru~ted by the Comm~ssion with ~c~~~rs
the custody or control of money 111 the course of h1s employment shall give security in the manner and form provided by
The Public Officers Act. 1955, c. 59, s. 14.
~·~ ~. tnso.
2

15. The books and records of the Commission shall be Audit
examined annually by the Provincial Auditor or such other
auditor as the Lieutenant Governor in Council designates.
1955, c. 59, s. 15.
16.- {1) The Commission shall make a report annually Annual
to t he Minister containing such information as the :\linister report
may require.
(2) A copy of the repor t shall be filed with the Provincial Idem
Secretary who shall submit the report to the Lieutenant
Governor in Council a nd shall then lay the report before the
Assembly if it is in session or, if not, at the next ensuing
session. 1955, c. 59, s. 16.
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17 .- ( 1) The Commission, with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Cou ncil, may make regulations,
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(a) regulating and governing the use by the public of
the Parks a nd the works, vehicles, boats, services
and things under the jurisdiction of the Commission;
(b) providing for the protection and preservation from
damage of the property of the Commission;
(c) prescribing tolls for the occupation and use of
Park lands and works, vehicles, boats, recreational
facilities and services under the jurisdiction of the
Commission, for opening and closing graves or a ny
class thereof in any cemetery in the Parks, and for
entrance to places of historical and scenic interest or
any other occupation or uses of a similar nature;
(d) prescribing permits designating privileges in connec-

tion with the use of the Parks or any part thereof
and prescribing fees for such permits;
(e) regulating and governing vehicular and pedestrian
traffic in the Parks or any part thereof and prohibiting the usc of any class or classes of vehicles in the
Parks or any part thereof;
(f) prohibiting or regulating and governing the erection,

posting up or other display of notices, signs, sign
boards and other advertising devices in the Parks
or within one-quarter mile of any part thereof;
(g) licensing, regulating and governing taxi-cabs and
other vehicles for hire and the owners and drivers
thereof, and prescribing fees for such licences;
(h) licensing, regula ting and governing guides a nd pre-

scribing fees for such licences;
(i) prescribing terms and conditions under which horses,
dogs and other animals nmy be allowed in the Parks
or any part thereof;
(j) for imposing fines not exceeding $100 for any breach
of any regulation ;

(k) for such purposes a nd objects as are deemed necessary
for the carrying out of this Act.
Otrcnce
R.S.O. 1960,

c. 387

(2) An offence against a regulation made under this Act
is punishable under The Summary Convictions Acl and the
fine for any such ofTence is payable to the Treasurer of Ontario.
1955, c. 59, s. 17.

Sec. 19
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18. Nothing in this Act authorizes the interference with ;Rat·ghts ort
. I1t to mter
.
I b 1 f
d
.
m ermen
any ng
t 1c oc y o any eceascd person 111 any not atrected
burying ground vested in the Commission and nothing in this
Act confers the right to remove any body there interred . 1955,
c. 59, s. 18.
19. The Corporations Act does not apply tot he Commisl'ion. R.s.o. 1960,
1955, c. 59, s. 19.
~<>I~ppli cable

